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Enhancing Democratic Participation 2003

Community Participation in

Outlying Islands Development

Date: 

Saturday, September 20, 2003

Time: 

2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Venue:  
Convocation Room, Main Building, University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam, Hong Kong

Language: 
English and Cantonese 

(Note: Discussion groups will be separated by language preference, with translation available upon request) 

Workshop Introduction

As a participating organization in the Civic Exchange project “Enhancing Democratic Participation 2003” the Citizens Party is organizing a workshop to foster public discussion and build better channels for community participation on the main issues related to outlying islands development. 

The pressures for development, and the interrelated issues of economic sustainability, employment, land use, infrastructure enhancement, and cultural and natural heritage conservation, all point to an urgent need to understand and discuss planning objectives, approaches and processes, and the governance systems that underlie them.
Background

In the past year there have been growing debates surrounding development on Hong Kong’s outlying islands. The rationale behind many of the projects, which range from mega-structures such as Disneyland, the HongKong–Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, the superprison on Hei Ling Chau to smaller scaled proposals like the harbour reclamation on Lamma Island and numerous roadwork constructions etc., is usually cited as accommodating new infrastructure necessary to strengthen economic competitiveness and to enhance the quality of life. 

However, these proposals have come under mounting pressure from the public which is beginning to question the non-representative and unaccountable political process behind them, the largely-generalized objectives and potential negative implications on the environment, the livelihood of local communities, and on long term economic and cultural sustainability. Despite supports from some sectors, conflicting interests among stakeholders remains fierce. Unfortunately there are few channels that allow the exchanging of viewpoints and concerns.  

Who Should Attend this Workshop

Anyone concerned about this topic. Particularly outlying Islands groups, business communities and residents; members from the government involved in planning, territory development and/or public consultation; NGO involved in Hong Kong development and conservation; and interested university faculty and students.

Proposed Outcome

The Citizens Party will deliver a detailed report of this workshop for public viewing. The workshop will also be reported at the Civic Exchange’s debriefing session in 2004, and will be publish in early 2004 as part of the “Main Project Report” which analyzes community participation in Hong Kong. Lessons learned from the Project will be used to further stimulate interest in the discussion of democratic reform.

Agenda
1:45 p.m.
Reception

2:00 p.m.
Introduction by Alex Chan, Chair, Citizen Party
2:20 p.m.
Amy Yung, Islands District Councilor, Discovery Bay, “Public Administration of the Outlying Islands  - Current Practice”
2:40 p.m.
Tom Masterson, Living Islands Movement, ”Recent Experience in Community Campaigning”

3:00 p.m.
Break

3:15 p.m.
Group Discussion

4:45 p.m.
Break


5:00 p.m.
Group presentations & discussion

6:00 p.m.
Meeting adjourns

The Citizens Party Workshop on 

“Public Participation in Outlying Islands Development”

Reply Form


RSVP: By Sep 19, 2003  

· Yes, I will be able to attend    

· No, I will not be able to attend     

· No, I will not be able to attend but would like to receive Citizen Party e-Newsletter.          

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________

Title(s): _____________________________________________________________

Organization:  ________________________________________________________

Email:
_____________________________________________________________


Telephone:
________________________ Fax:___________________________

Language: I need / do not need    ( Chinese    ( English translation. 

Please fill in and return this form and email to enquiry@citizensparty.org or fax to (852) 2147-5796. For questions about the workshop please contact Darryll Shum at Tel: (852) 2893-0029. (Office hours: 2:00pm to 6:00pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday).
Should you be unable to attend but you would like others within your organization to attend, please feel free to pass this invitation on.  As numbers will be limited, places will be offered in this workshop on a first come, first served basis.
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